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Presidents Perspective
Lately we have had a rash of complaints about neighbors that do not
keep their yards up to snuff. Even
though there are few covenants that
concern messy yards, there are zoning violations when it comes to
untagged vehicles, excess noise, and
uncut grass (after it reaches a height
of approximately 2 feet). This is just
to name a few. It is really beyond
my thought process that some people
keep houses and yards in such said
state. But when you think of the
number of homes in the Cape, it
turns out to be a low percentage of
neighbors that do not care about the
appearance of their homes. However, one bad lot in the middle of a
street can spoil the streets property
values (the one bad apple theory), so
we will continue to work with the
residents to help determine what
type of complaint it is and facilitate,
where possible, resolutions to these
complaints.
In the last several years the covenants committee has developed a
repeatable process to deal with these
covenant and zoning complaints.
They have set up a database to tracking complaints, set up standard procedures to deal with different type of
complaints, and worked with residents to resolve these issues. The
board has gotten away from an ad
hoc method of evaluation and resolution. These efforts started under
Joe Daly and continue with Matt
Puglisi. I would like to commend
both for their efforts.

There is a suggestion to add a rule
to the CSCIA building code that
would make it a violation if you
did not keep your structure(s) in a
good state of repair. This would
apply to not only the main structure, but porches, decks, and sheds
as well. I would like to see the
board work on this issue in the upcoming months and put it to a
community vote later in the year.
In addition, we still have issues
with high school students parking
their vehicles on streets surrounding the school, thereby making the
streets impossible for two-way
traffic. A short-term solution has
been for the concerned group of
residents to go to the county and
get No Parking signs (the ones that
say no parking between 7 a.m. and
noon on weekdays). Every time
one group of residents gets these
signs, it just pushes the problem a
little further out and the cars are
moved to a new area. The signs
prevent legitimate guests from
parking on the streets like friends
or work/repair trucks. A new solution should be looked into (a few
suggestions have recently been
emailed to me, which I will present
to the board), but these are county
roads so whatever solution we
would like to try must have the
backing and support of our county
officials. If you have any suggestions, please send them to the roads
committee, which is chaired by
Bruce Campbell.

way marks the changing of the seasons in the Cape, is June 3rd (might
have already happened), and should
be a blast again this year. I am anticipating a lot of fun to be had. As
you might know, one the main reasons the Strawberry Festival exists –
aside from bringing the residents and
family together – is to allow community groups to raise money for
their activities. In many cases this is
the only big event for them to raise
funds.
Mary Lamb has organized the Festival; not to mention the Easter, Halloween, and Christmas celebrations
for many years now. There can’t be
enough said of the huge amount of
time she and her volunteers put in to
bring us these events. So, I will simply say, “Thank You!” I hope the
streets are lined for the parade and
the weather is with us, so that we
have a great turnout this year.
May your summer get off to a great
start and continue on until Labor
Day!
Dan Wolin
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Thank You

T

he Cape St. Claire Improvement Association
would like to take this
opportunity to thank one
of our Cape residents. This gentleman has helped the Cape shine as
it should and we are grateful for all
his hard work in removing the
graffiti that has been appearing all
over the beaches and parks in the
Cape.

Cape
Tots

P

lease
join
us at the
beach on
Tuesdays, from 11 a.m. until
1 p.m. for our weekly play
group.
Children and babies of all ages
are welcome!
Bring snacks or lunch, and join
us for some sunshine and playtime. Any questions?

SCOTT
DEMBOWSKI!

Please phone Audrey Lengbeyer at 1-410-757-5175, or just
show up – see you there!

County
Council in
Action By
Cathleen Vitale
5th District County Council
Representative
Bits and Pieces: A Little Bit
About A lot of Things
Well it's May, and that means
budget month for the Anne Arundel County Council. As most of
you know, the County Council receives the budget from the County
Executive on May 1st each year.
Prior to that time, we have no idea
what she (or he) is going to provide for to meet the needs of the
citizens of our County. Will
money go into school construction? What about roads (anyone
driven College Parkway lately)?
(Cont. on Page 4)

We Were So Impressed
We recently received a short-notice government reassignment to
New Jersey and consequently had to sell our home quickly. We
had seen brochures and fliers touting Mona’s business, so we
Lee & Cindy had an took the chance and invited her to our home for an appraisal and
interview. Needless to say, we were so impressed by her
Offer in 48 Hours
professionalism, positive attitude, and market competence that
we hired her that night. Moreover, we had a firm offer on our Arnold home in less than 48 hours of its
going on sale, thanks to Mona’s multidisciplinary approach to sales using internet technology, signs/fliers,
and old fashion referrals. Mona LaCovey is a true pro in every sense: timely, passionate, persistent, and
positive. We could not have asked for a more reassuring advocate during a very stressful time and hope to
work with her again in the future. Thank you Mona!
Ranked #3 in Anne Arundel

It’s All About You and Your Real Estate Needs

Mona
LaCovey &
Associates
ABR CRS GRI
This is not a solicitation for currently listed properties.

Direct Line:

410-757-7080
Mona@MonaLaCovey.com
http://www.MonaLaCovey.com

410-224-4400
Independently Owned & Operated
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Bits (Cont. from page 3)
While I anticipate a budget that
provides for more than a billion
dollars in operating and capital
expenses, the details will have to
wait for the June column. I
know, I'm anxious to see if the
projects and needs I asked for on
behalf of our citizens are funded,
but the column is due April 21
(although I am a bit late, it's the
24th), and the presses won't wait
until after the budget message.
However, a few thoughts.
On May 8 (Chesapeake Arts Center) and May 10(Arundel Center,
Annapolis), public hearings will
be held on the budget. At that
time, public testimony will be
taken regarding any issue relating
to budgetary items, the tax rate
and other accompanying budget
bills. Of course, our regular
monthly meetings will continue
on the 1st and 3rd Monday night
to handle the business of the
Council.
Last month the Council passed
the Scenic and Historic Roads
Bill, (sponsored by yours truly), a
piece of legislation that dates
back to 1997, when a list was created which designated various
roads throughout the County as
either scenic, historic or both.

The purpose of the designation
was to provide protection or
preservation to the roads against
development, which would be
inconsistent with the surrounding area.
There are approximately 14
points, which relate to scenic
and historic roads and development. They are listed in the
County Code in section 17-6504.
For example, if a road were so
designated, structures and roads
would need to be designed to
retain the open character of the
site and to minimize the impact
of the development on views
from the road; development
would have to minimize tree
and vegetation removal and protect existing vegetation adjacent
to the road; entrance features
shall be low, open, and in keeping with the scenic or historic
character of the surrounding
area and the development would
need to preserve the existing
forest, tree canopy, foreground
meadow, pasture, crop land, and
other natural screening and shall
be designed to place development in the background as
viewed from the road.
As a result of the legislation,

several roads in Severna Park,
Arnold and Broadneck now hold
this designation.
The Council has also been working on legislation requiring the
establishment of a Veterans Commission. Many other counties
already have such legislation in
place, and the council, spearheaded by Councilman Middlebrooks, took up this important
issue.
With the status of Crownsville up
in the air, delegates, senators and
council members hoping to have
a veterans home on a part of the
property, and the increasing number of retired military who call
Anne Arundel County home, the
legislation was overdue and I am
glad we are addressing this issue.
I would be remiss if I did not at
least mention the Board of Education. As many of you know,
the Board is in the throws of a
master facilities utilization study.
Each time the Board reviews the
usage of County schools it sends
shivers up the back of parents all
over the County regarding the
prospect of redistricting.
I want to thank the many parents
who took time away from their
(Cont. on page 5)

Breakneck Hauling, Inc.
410-757-6152
DOUBLE GROUND LANDSCAPING MULCH
NO CHEMICALS—$15.00 PER YARD
CONSTRUCTION SITES ~ BASEMENTS
ESTATES ~ OFFICES
TRASH REMOVAL ~ YARD WORK

WE PROVIDE MANPOWER ~ FAST SERVICE ~ SIX DAYS A WEEK
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Pieces (Cont. from page 4)
busy schedules to attend one of
the two meetings held by MGT
which were "designed" to get our
input as parents and community
stakeholders in the proposed
plans.
As of yet, I have yet to hear their
recommendations. It is my understanding that a presentation
will be made to the Board of
Education on or about June 7th.
That presentation will occur during an open, regularly scheduled
board meeting in which the public may attend. For many, myself
included, this may be the first
opportunity to hear any specific
suggestions regarding the results
of the study.
As a parent of a Folger McKinsey
student, and past resident of Berrywood, I can tell you that

7/15/06

throughout my lifetime, the issue of which community goes
to which feeder system has always been discussed with some
level of anxiety.
While I, and the other members
of the Council do not have the
authority to pass or defeat any
Board of Education decision
regarding redistricting, I can
only tell you that we listening
and engaged. I have attended
the meetings, scheduled special
meetings with the Council so
that MGT can hear our concerns
and communicated my desire to
keep our current feeder system
alignment as it currently exists.
I urge interested parents to participate in the upcoming Board
meetings and to make your positions known to the members
of the Board of Education.

You may find your specific representatives at www.aacps.org. I
have found them to be available
and interested, each time I have
presented them with an issue or a
problem.
So much for a bit of this and a bit
of that. I will see you after
budget. As always, feel free to
communicate with me at
cvitale@aacounty.org or call
1-410-544-4937.

Cape Message Board
Have a message or announcement you’d like to share with
the community? The Cape St.
Claire Community Signboard
can make your news known.
Call Carol at 1-410-757-8367.

7/15/06

The Caper – June 2006 Page 5

Cape Babysitters Below is a list of willing sitters. It is up to you
to evaluate their qualifications. If you would like to have your name added to
or removed from this list, please email the editor at capereditor@cscia.org.
NAME

Meggan Armiger
Crystal Arp
Heather Carr
Samantha Carr
Melody Clore
Ashley Donatelli
Hillary Fisher
Britani Fox
Molly Friedland
Lisa Gamiz
Phoenix Geimer
Winters Geimer
Margie Harper
Stephanie Herrmann
Amy Laking
Lauren Lepthien
Amanda Machen

Chesapeake Wood Floors
Wood Floors at Their Finest

Installation, Repairs, Sand, Refinish
Medallions, Custom Borders, Inlays
Ask About Our New Dustless Sanding System

Since 1980
Annapolis 410-757-1140
Baltimore Voice and Fax 410-974-1170
MHIC# 20265
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PHONE

410-349-0439
410-626-7906
410-626-8712
410-626-8712
410-757-3971
410-757-4792
410-757-0304
410-626-7481
410-757-6517
410-757-3127
410-349-0945
410-349-0945
410-626-8218
410-757-9130
410-349-8320
410-349-0221
410-349-8175

NAME

Michelle Maurer
Mary Beth McAndrews
Shannon McClanahan
Chelsey McLaughlin
Cindy Miller
Courtney Miller
Monique Morgan
Sara Naeseth
Madeleine Schroeher
Samantha Stern
Sydney Stultz
Zachery Treakle
Lauren Tucker
Lauren Velasco
Madison Welder
Liza Wambugu
Lyndi Whitis
Maureen Whitis

PHONE

410-626-7079
410-349-3728
410-626-8380
410-349-0576
410-626-8872
410-757-6663
410-626-7037
410-757-9255
410-626-7576
410-626-7812
410-757-3014
410-349-0576
410-757-6841
410-757-4350
410-757-1359
410-757-4551
410-757-3651
410-757-3651

CAPE FOLK

“S

ummer’s here and the
time is right for dancing in the street” and
here in the Cape we start our fun
in the sun with the Annual Garden Club Sale followed by the
Strawberry Festival.
We always manage to have fun,
largely because of the tremendous volunteer effort that goes
into making these events possible
and their ability to cope when the
majority of us would head
screaming back to the house.
May and June are always risky
when it comes to rain stopping
play and we’ve been rained out
few times, but for the most part
Cape Folk make it happen.
Unlike many of the communities
on the peninsula we’ve had time
to adapt! On the subject of
adaptability, neighbor Rick

Brightwell literally remembers
when all roads leading to the
Cape weren’t quite as smooth.
Rick moved here in 1961 when
his dad, who worked for the Social Security Administration,
was relocated to the Baltimore
office. Rick recalls very few
homes here in those days, the
roads were made of sand and
there was no modern shopping
center. While there was a ball
field to play in, it wasn’t like
the current recreational field.
No blaring sound system or
problems parking. Just a simple
field and the sound of children
having fun without all the fuss.
In those days Cape St. Claire
was a private, gated community
with a guard on full time duty,
located in the shack close to the
bus stop near our supermarket.

You could not enter the Cape
without identification proving
you lived here or as a guest with
advance notice to the guard.
Rather like Gibson Island is today.
The shopping center, which as
Rick remembers it consisted of
the Bee Hive and Graul’s Supermarket, seemed much slower
then, unhurried and perfectly
tranquil. The Volunteer Fire Department had a loud siren which
sounded in emergencies to call
community volunteer firefighters
together. The community then as
now supported their Fire Department but used the firehouse for
dances and fundraisers for the
department.
This homegrown Cape boy is a
University of Maryland graduate
(Cont. on page 10)

CHESAPEAKE POWER WASHING
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
GUTTERS– HOUSES – PATIOS – DECKS – DRIVEWAYS – ROOFS
BOATS – RV’S – PIERS – FENCES – SIDEWALKS – SEALING

LICENSED & INSURED
CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE AND DEMONSTRATION
JOHN

443-223-1070
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Brightwell is a pre-kindergarten
teacher at Calvary Methodist
Center in Annapolis. The couple are typical of many baby
boomers in Cape St. Claire —
still enjoying themselves in a
community that remains selfcontained, with stores, schools,
recreations fields, beaches and
piers all accessible without having to drive for miles.

Folk (cont. from page 9)
who now works as a computer
scientist for the fast-growing Annapolis based software development company CollabraSpace.
The company, which was recently awarded the prestigious
“Best Place To Work” award by
the Baltimore Business Journal,
is a leading provider of webbased collaboration solutions for
government and commercial enterprises. In layman’s terms,
when you want to bring people,
processes and data together
around the country or the world
in real time, their software enables you to do it — one world,
no boundaries. Sounds very exciting and darned practical to
Cape Folk.
The Brightwell’s have been married for 33 years, and have raised
two sons in Cape St. Claire. Mrs.

Showroom:
1041 Dorsey Rd.
Glen Burnie, MD

always enforced.”
Rick added that he always liked
the small beach on the Little Magothy but now it is sadly overgrown and almost inaccessible.

Rick feels that our very active
Community Association does a
fine job in ensuring the quality
of life here particularly with the
beaches and piers.

What changes would Rick like to
see in our area? No surprises,
Cape Folk. Like so many of us,
Rick would opt to restrict building of new businesses except for
perhaps a movie theatre in Arnold or somewhere close on
Route 2. “Route 50,” he said, “is
starting to look like Route 2 in
Glen Burnie!

“Our recreational facilities are
great,” says Rick, “and have
improved over the years, but
we should make a greater effort
to keep non-residents or nonguests of residents away. The
‘No Parking’ signs at the beach
seem to be invisible and are not

Here in the Cape I would put in
more sidewalks, and ask for a
more prominent police presence
to enforce the speed limits. I dislike the present volume of traffic
inside and around our community.
(Cont. on page 11)

-Sunrooms
-Awnings
-Decks
-Convert your
existing porch

Cape homeowner
with many local
referrals

Call for a free estimate
410-768-8300
Div. of PG Awning

www.sunroomsandawnings.com

MHIC #66781

2006! 12 years serving
the Baltimore-Annapolis
Area!
•
•
•
•

Customized Water Treatment Solutions
Advanced Technology
Visit our show room
Residential & Commercial
at 1346 Cape St.
Claire Rd
Sales, Service and Rentals

*******Call today for your free water analysis*******

“Dealer of the Year” 2004 by Water Technology
410-757-2992 1-888-84-WATER
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www.haguewaterofmd.com

Folk (Cont. from page 10)
The woods we had as children are
gone,” he explained somewhat
wistfully, “now there’s a house
every ten feet!”
Which brings us back to where we
began. If it rains on the Strawberry
Festival or Garden Club Sale, we
utilize our coping mechanisms and
take a rain check or get wet. To deal
with uncontrolled growth in our
area and improve failing infrastructure, we take it to the polls later in
the year to ensure better decisions
are made to protect our future. Cape
Folk – that’s who we are and that’s
how we survive in the best place to
live on the Lower Broadneck Peninsula!
Submitted by Mandy Johnson
Mandy Johnson is the Director and
Founder of The Enehey Group, an
Investigative Research Company

specializing in human rights
issues and pre-trial investigation for law firms.

Support Cape St. Claire
Elementary School

C

ape St. Claire Elementary needs your
help! Donate your
empty inkjet printer
cartridges and old cell phones to
the school. They have
value! CSCES will earn l00%
profit from the trade in, up to
$3.00 per inkjet cartridge and
$2.25 per qualifying cell
phone.
Collect from home, your
work, co-workers and local
businesses. Place item in plastic bag to prevent leakage. Send in with your child/
ren or grandchild/ren, or drop
them off in designated collec-

tion boxes in the school. This is
a simple, quick, easy, profitable,
guaranteed way of helping Cape
Elementary in their fund raising
efforts. It also eliminates landfill
trash and teaches recycling to our
kids. CSCES Thanks you for
your support!
Submitted by Patricia Frederick
A longtime resident and
grandma of two elementary
school children!

The
Garden
Club

H

appy June, all! The
azaleas are already fading, but the irises and
peonies are going strong! What a
lovely, cool spring we’ve
(Cont. on page 11)

Proud to be a Cape resident
for over 19 years!
410-353-2123

www.HouseHuntress.com

Top 1% Nationally 2005
Champion’s Best of the Best Award Winner
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Garden (Cont. from page 10)
been having so far, and even a bit
of rain to water the plants. Thanks
to all who brought us their recycled
planting pots – they were a tremendous help as we prepared for our
plant sale.
The Garden Club is pleased to announce and congratulate the Yard
of the Month winners for the
month of May:
∗
∗
∗
∗
∗

Area 1: The Riesetts, 1009
Magothy Park Lane
Area 2: D. Manning and D.
Gerrior, 1062 Sun Valley Drive
Area 3: Elizabeth Wnorowska,
963 Highpoint Drive
Area 4: The Vistas, 837 Chestnut Tree Drive
Area 5: The Meldonados,
1219 Chestnut Tree Drive

At our May meeting, we heard
Jerry Crawford speak about Baywise Gardening. Cape St. Claire is
one of thousands of communities
privileged to live along the 11,000
miles of coastline that are the
Chesapeake Bay watershed, and
we are among those charged with
keeping the bay healthy for future
generations.
There are many things we can do,
with our lawns, our gardens, our
watering and fertilizing habits, and
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in our landscaping design.

since weed seeds can’t get to the
soil or receive sunlight as easily,
For more information, call the
and it helps the lawn hold and abHome & Garden Information sorb rainwater, which is good for
the lawn and reduces runoff to the
Center (HGIC) at 1-800-342bay. If you’re accustomed to
2507 or visit their website at
mowing the grass low, you may
www.hgic.umd.edu, where you
can order free fact sheets on
have to hold off mowing for a
many topics, including landscap- while until the lawn is higher, but
ing, lawn care, mulching, soil
once it gets 4” high, you simply
amendments, irrigation and water mow at the same frequency, leavconservation, native plants, and ing the grass at about 3” each time.
attracting birds, as well as inteTry it, for a greener, healthier
grated pest management for many lawn!
common trees and shrubs, such as
Our annual plant sale on May 20th
azaleas, pines, dogwoods, and
shade trees. We can all do our
was a resounding success, thanks
part to preserve our beautiful
to all of you. What a lovely day
community and the Chesapeake we had for our sale, sunny and
Bay on which we all depend, for cool, and boy did you all turn out
its natural beauty as well as for
in force – nearly everything was
all the crabs, oysters, and fish we sold. Thanks to all who came out
so enjoy eating!
– it was lovely to meet some
neighbors while sharing gardening
Mr. Crawford suggested I include tips!
a monthly Bay-wise tip in my
(Cont. on page 12)
Caper articles.
Here is one for
June: mow your
grass high, leaving 3” of blade,
and leave grass
clippings on the
lawn for added
nutrients. Mowing high has several benefits: it
reduces weeds,

Garden (cont. from page 11)
The Garden Club will have one
more speaker in June, the very
knowledgeable Gene Sumi, a professional horticulturalist. Mr.
Sumi has spoken twice to us already and always dazzles us with
the breadth of his knowledge.
This time, he will speak on the
topic of growing fruit and other
edibles. Ever thought about planting fruit trees? Blueberries?
Strawberries? This talk is for
you! Join us at 7 pm on Tuesday,
June 20th, and learn all about it.
After our June meeting, our meetings will pause for the months of
July and August, and resume in
September. Keep your eyes
peeled in future Capers for the
Yard of the Month winners and
then the announcements of the fall
meeting schedule.
Submitted by
Audrey Lengbeyer

Cape True Value Hardware
Store Hours
Monday - Friday 8am - 7pm
1320 Cape St. Claire Road
Saturday 8am - 6pm
Annapolis, MD 21401
Sunday 10am - 5pm
410-757-0797

• Every Monday is Senior Citizen Day
10% OFF on Entire Purchase for Persons 65 or Older
(except sale items and 1.75 L)

• Every Tuesday is Wine Day
10% OFF on Wine Purchase (except sale items and 1.75 L)

• All Sales begin on Wednesday

Wine Tasting
Call for Date and Time
Win RAVENS
tickets all season long!!

The Caper – June 2006 Page 11

DO IT NOW! DO IT NOW! DO IT NOW! DO IT NOW! DO IT NOW!

Do
It…
Now !

You can count on us.
Does it matter which REALTOR you choose? You bet it
does! We are definitely not rookies!
We have helped over 1,000 sellers &
buyers achieve their real estate dream.
Your experience with us will be successful and professional. We know the
market. We have the skills. We have
the track record and the reputation you
can count on. Call Patrick Bunn &
Allan Poffel, rated in the top 1% of all
REALTORS
Patrick: 410-757-4000
Allan: 410-757-2100
Long & Foster: 410-266-5505
www.homesannapolis.com

DO IT NOW! DO IT NOW! DO IT NOW! DO IT NOW! DO IT NOW!

Cape St. Claire Improvement Association
1223 River Bay Road
Annapolis, MD 21409-4999

For Advertising Information,
Call 301-651-4103
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